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Documenting Learning - Currently
* Pedagogical Narration il A

* Learning Stories

* Learning Narratives
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The existing documentation alone could not tell us about:

1. Learning over time (between and across the three or
four centres that the case study children had progressed
through);

2. Examples of parental engagement and involvement
(most of the learning stories were focused on centre
based experiences of the children and excluded ‘adults’
from the stories);

Or 3. Capture the out-of-centre experiences (at
the community, outside of the centre).
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Following Methods:

*Learning Stories
collated

*Out and About
Photos — and
discussion with
parents

*Teacher Conferencin
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Once upon a time a young child had as his most _precious possession a Eeautyluﬂ'y ‘woven mat.

The coloured threads interming(e([ }Jrese‘rm’ng a mat Ef great Geuuty. Yarns of deey go[d: S}?a?’é[iﬂg silver, rich
Jomjoﬁe, brilliant blue, refresﬁmg green, g[owing ye[[ow, warm red and many others.

The colours represented threads of learning combining together to form this precious mat of knowledge.

The child S}Jreao{ his magmﬁ'oent mat out and sat on it to }J(ay and [isten to stories.

When he was tired he sfejot on it. When unsure he wmjo}m[ ﬁimsef in it and tucked his ﬁngers between the woven
threads and was comfarted' ﬁy it’s strengtﬁ and Eeauty.

One day a visitor came and thought about the child and his precious mat.

He saw the colours and admired their individual’ Eeauty, impre:setf he decided that it would be interesting to
isolate, measure and count the threads of each colour.

He slowly tugged and pulled the golden threads out one by one.

Tl ﬁey fay in a wrinkled ﬁeu}a,

He looked back at the mat and began to ease
out each green thread and soon they too lay
isolated and separate.

He was impressed by the size of each pile.

The child watched him and then looked down
at his precious mat.

The richness of the gold and the crispness of the
green had vanished.

His mat was no longer complete. The gaps [ay
dark and awkward.

He ]n’cEen{ up the syuift mat.

‘When he was tired he [ay on his mat but fe[t
the cold ground through the gaps. When he
dragged.it the holes caught on objects and the
mat was pulled out of shape. When he wrapped

himself in it wasn’t the same, his comfort was

compromised. (1 1] HEl ININE EEE = §EE B
I
| |

Tﬁe tﬁ‘reuds ﬁad’ﬁeen Sﬁ?ﬂfﬂfed‘l/ﬂfﬂﬁikS O_f . . . . . .

knowledge and now as they lay isolated and’

alone they had lost their purpose to contribute to and strengthen the child’s mat of learning.

The strength and beauty of the child’s learning lay in the complexity of the threads woven together. When the
threads are isolated they lose the potential to contribute to the complexity of the mat of learning.

When consiz{ering unmveﬂ'ing children’s [lzammg or Eee}n’ng areas of [ea"ming separate, remember the O}Jrion of
Eee)ﬂing it cumy(ex!
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Learning Story Example
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Early Learning Centres
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ook twa children who are alinost 2 years old, for a visit to the
crdche (2% year old area) in order to familtarize them with the
environment and the teachem before they ove here.

Several of the children at creche recognized me from the time they
had spent at KIDZ.

One of them %:e thair pontfolio book and brought it over to show
me, painting to the different photos and talking about what was
happening. As | sat on the floor and showed an (nterest in this, | was
very quickly surmounded by about 4 more children all wanting to
show me thelr books.

COne young man (who | know well) even took pictures off the wall

to show me.

The childran are recogntsing someona who is Interested in them
and are welcoming me to thetr space.

They know that thiv iv a place where they belong and feel
comfortable and secure encugh to share this with me.
Communication 1s developing-the reciprocal interctiony that
occur batween several people.

Adult Participation:

»  Dshowed the children | was interested in them by batog at ther
leval, listening to them, looking at their pictures and talking to
them. This was all it took to engage tham,

Penitive Child Outeomen
+  Thaey know they are valued and important,

Robyne Huthnance A




Teacher Conferencing

What came from the Family to the Centre?
What went with the family from the Centre?

What were the learning dispositions that
were gained across time for each child ?

Gathered examples 19 case study children.
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Parent Participation and Children’s

Learning Outcomes

THE GOLDEN THREAD
Robyn Lawrence

(Adelaide September 2002)
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Mildred and her family

One of three children (middle child)
Reconstituted family
Progression in parenting confidence across time

Attended CBK for three years (beginning when
she was 2).

She attended Creche, Kindy, Kindy House.
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THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Mildred - Mum

Mum’ s parenting confidence:

<rjoined in parent support activities and parenting
groups at CBK,

<~ HIPPY, and
<led to part-time employment in ECE

<more involved in learning, talking with teachers,

asking questions, sharing what’s happening at home
(interests, experiences)




THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Mildred’s Learning Outcomes

<»Confidence grew alongside Mum’s
<Developed positive relationships with other children

<rInclusive of other children (particularly those where
extra effort was needed)

<»Ability to concentrate and persevere (transferrable
dispositions that she used as she moved from her
interest in arts at Creche to literacy at Kindy House)




THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Active parent participation

Howard and his family

One of two children (eldest)

Rural family (with Mum and Dad) - 25 km from
town

Attended CBK for four years (began at Kidz,
then Creche, Kindy and Kindy house)

Confident and involved family from the
beginning
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THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Howard’s Mum

»Sharing employment interests with artefacts
with the centre children linking to pedgogical
focus in the centres

» Availability to support CBK operations
»Attended all centre events as a family

»Preparation at home for the events (dressups,
conversations etc)

» Mum would encourage Howard to reflect and
discuss his day
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THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Howard’s learning outcomes

<>Brought confidence with him from home,
which led to great involvement and
participation in centres

<Moved from being a constant mover to
perseverance and seeing things through —
using the home-centre link as the scaffold

<>Thinker and contributor - confidence in self
enabled Howard to be a constant contributor
(link to home conversations)

<Strong general knowledge and supported his

thinking and contri

butions.
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THE GOLDEN THREAD:
Mildred and Howard

<Confidence - Parent:Child
<rFeeling self worth and having something to offer

<Confidence turned into learning from both Mum
and child

< Importance of relationships with children and
teachers

<rEngagement with pedagogy for the children
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Discussion
1.  Multiple voices?

2. Learning over time, space and place?

3. Where to from here?




Duncan, J., & Te One, S. (Eds.) (2012). Comparative early childhood education services:
International perspectives (Critical Cultural Studies of Childhood). New York: Palgrave

McMillan.
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CRITICAL CULTURAL STUDIES OF CHILDHOOD

COMPARATIVE
EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION SERVICES

International Perspectives
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